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A century and a half ago the pioneering physicist and chemist Michael Faraday delivered a

celebrated series of lectures that attempted to explain the inner workings of matter through the

chemical history of a candle. "There is no better, there is no more open door by which you can enter

into the study of natural philosophy", Faraday told his audience. Now the distinguished chemist

P.W. Atkins follows in Faraday's footsteps, using his predecessor's deceptively simple theme to

show how far we have come in understanding the remarkable chemical reactions that govern

everything from how candles burn to how life functions. While Faraday could say little more than

that a chemical reaction changes a substance's appearance and properties, chemists today

understand reactions in terms of the rearrangement of atoms and electrons. Atkins - tracing the

course of a carbon atom released by a flaming candle - explores the complex forces that operate at

the atomic and sub atomic levels to drive these rearrangements.
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Another great book from P.W. Atkins. In this case, the book is exceptionally appealing for its

generous supply of helpful diagrams, illustrations, and photographs. Not only enlightening and of

great accessibility to a wide readership, but sufficiently attractive to serve as a nice gift.

What? Read about chemistry and molecular bonding and enjoy it? Absolutely!!This book was



written when Sci Am was still SCI AM--wonderful words and diagrams helping you learn much about

your (or God's) world --its everyday wonders revealed! K

Even for a non-chemist or physicist, this is an excellent book. It reminds me ofthe old format of

Scientific American magazine, which had some excellent authors(still good, however a shadow of its

former self).

Atkins is a great chemistry writer, love the entire series.
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